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North of 60° ----- 


THE THANE SLUG 


While at the ANA this past August, I 
bumped into Joe Usibelli. He showed 
me his most recent acquisition. A 
dealer had called him before the show, 
and asked if he would be interested in 
purchasing what I call the “Thane 
Slug.” Joe had purchased it and 
showed it to me. 


Upon returning to Fairbanks, I looked at the previous articles and got to wondering 
- is this the same piece? Joe came into the store, and I asked if he would bring the 
piece in so that we could make a comparison to the photos of the piece that was in 
the newsletter 10 years ago. 


The specimen ten years ago, owned by Richard Reisinger, was 31mm, with a spe- 
cific gravity of about 13.6. I was negligent in that I did not keep a record of the 
weight. I did not believe that this specimen would have come on the market, so 
suspected that the Usibelli specimen was a new example. This piece did change 
hands and is now owned by Dick Powell. Henceforth, this is referred to as the 
Reisinger-Powell specimen. 


The Usibelli specimen is 31mm, and weighs 26.36 grams. Its specific gravity is 
13.77. I can compute gold content based upon a combination of two elements: 
gold and silver or gold and copper. If the second element is copper, the purity is 
about 59%, very close to 14K. Ifthe second element is silver, the purity is about 
52%. Allin all, this is pretty close to the Reisinger specimen. 


In examining the engraving, it appears to be from the same hand. The lettering 
styles are the same. However, there are differences which establish the Usibelli 
specimen as the second known “Thane Slug.” Enlarged scans can be found on 
page 75. 


The placement of the lettering is almost identical but minor differences can be 
seen. Also on the obverse, the Reisinger specimen has some surface imperfections 
that are not on the Usibelli specimen (above and between the KA of Alaska, above 
the O of CO). 


The reverse is where the differences really show up. The mountains are dramati- 
cally different, as are the buildings below the mill. The Usibelli specimen also has 
a surface defect on the rim at about 8:00. 


So what does this all mean? The first mill run for any mine and mill is a big deal. 
It is not likely that only one commemorative medal would be made. More likely, 
several would be made for people of importance in the company, or of significance 
in getting the mill constructed. 


What is pleasantly surprising is that we can see a second survivor from what had to 
be a very limited presentation piece. 


Research is called for in the Juneau newspapers of the day to see if any mention is 
made of this presentation piece. 
continued on page 75 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Welcome to what I believe is our largest issue. It is so 
large, that I felt the need to stick it in an envelope. Way 
too much work. 


The appearance of a second specimen of the “Thane 
Slug” is the big news this month. And the fact that the 
discovery piece has changed hands is almost as sur- 
prising. 


Wooden tokens feature prominently in this issue. David 
Phillips reports on more of his exploits from this past 
summer. A new company is making wooden tokens, 
and we hope that you will take advantage of their of- 
fering, and that maybe you will feel the need for a per- 
sonal token. 


An excerpt from an on-line article about the Malvinas/ 
Falklands currency is interesting, especially in the fact 
that it was still circulating as late as 1852. 


The biggest news is hidden on page 81. And a benefit 
sale for the kenaiwatershed.org of Fur Rondy items can 
be found on page 82 


Alaska items from our November 13 auction are in- 
clude. We are also including our Christmas Shopper. 
Leave it laying around the house. Perhaps some one 
will get the hint. Don’t forget to circle those items you 
want Santa to bring in red. 

Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, published 
10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare Coins. All 
articles remain the property of the authors and may not be 
reprinted without their consent. 

Alaska Rare Coins,P.O. Box 72832, Fairbanks, Alaska 99707 
(907) 452-6461 akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 
Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 
Canadian Correspondent - vacant 
Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 


Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States - $20 per year 
Canada - $25 per year 
Elsewhere - $35 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $15 1/2 page- $8 1/4 page - $5 


1/8 page (business card size) - $15 for 5 issues 
Classified ads: 20 cents per line. 
Commercial advertisers: write for rates 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Union Club, 12'2¢, B-37a 152.50 
Barrow, Tony’s Rec., 5¢, B-la 15.000B 
Bethel, N.C. Co., 25, B-2a OB125.00NB 
Chena, B&K, 12'2¢, B-la 162.50 
Chichagoff, Chichagoff Club, 5¢, B-1a 20.50 
Cordova, Boss Bakery, | loaf, B-4a 330.00 
Cordova, The Club, 12'4¢, B-7a 51.08 
Cordova, Cordova Hotel, 12'2¢, B-13a 25.38 
Cordova, Rosswog, 6'4¢, B-34b 76.00 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel, 12'’2¢, B-41c 89.89 
Craig, Craig Inn, set of 3, B-2 46.00 
Douglas, The Hunter, 12'4¢, B-22b BIN150.00DNS 
Eek, McIntyre, $1, B-1c 89.89 
(Egegik), Nakat Pkg., 25¢, B-1c 122.50 
Excursion Inlet, A&PSC Co., 5¢-50¢ B-1 a-d 28.97 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢ Bottle check B-6a 89.88 
Fairbanks, Billiken Lounge, $1, B-nl, post-59 11.50 
Fairbanks, Nordale Hotel, 25¢, B-38al 250.000B 
(Ft. Yukon), Carny & Irvin, 25¢, B-la 65.000B 
Ft. Yukon, FortYukon Hotel, 25¢, B- 4a 25.000B 
Hawk Inlet, Harris, 10¢, B-1b 38.00 
Hoonah, Hoonah Packing Co., 50¢, B-1dI 8.990B 
Hoonah, Hoonah Packing Co., 50¢, B-1dIII 40.000B 
Juneau, Casselman’s, 64¢, B-14b 202.50 
Juneau, Occidental Hotel, 12'’2¢ in drinks, B-56b = 89.89 
Ketchikan, Holland’s, 25¢, B-l6a 905.00 
Ketchikan, Hop Wo, 10¢, B-17a 175.000B 
Ketchikan, Katchikan Pharmacy, 5¢, B-22a 102.50 
Ketchikan, Kushi, 50¢, B-27c 51.00 
Ketchikan, Log Cabin Bakery, Sm. Loaf, B-30a 255.00 
Ketchikan, Nelson Hotel, 25¢, B-34a 56.59 
Ketchikan, Northern Hotel, 6'4¢, B-38a OB195.00NB 


Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, Sm. Loaf, B-48a OB35.00NB 


Ketchikan, Scandia Bar, 10¢, B-55b 122.50 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, $1, B-60dI 43.99 
Ketchikan, White Cab, | stage fare, B-T6c 41.00 
Kodiak, U.S. Naval Air Base, B-15a 68.76 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 52.77 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 46.00 
Nenana, Coghill, 25¢, B-2a 650.000B 
Nome, New Lincoln Bar, 50¢, B-36a 47.95 
Northern Comm. Co., 25¢, B-la 152.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 77.56 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 35.99NB 
Port Alexander, Pastime, 5¢, B-5a 212.50 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blI 17.62 
Seward, Up & Up, 12'4¢, B-18a BIN125.00DNS 
Sitka, Tom Daine, 2'2¢, B-6a 416.11 
Sitka, Witz’s, 25¢, B-17c 364.99 
Skagway, Board of Trade, 5¢, B-4a 1,260.00 
Skagway, Boss Baker, | Loaf, B-4.1-a 595.00 


continued on page 81 
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THE THANE SLUG, om 


USIBELLI SPECIMEN, purchased at the American Numismatic Association convention in Boston, 
August, 2010. 


Those wishing to purchase the three previous issues in which we discussed the Thane Slug (Aug./Sept., 
October and December, 2000) can do so by sending $7. We will reprint as needed. Alternatively, you 
can order the complete, 3rd 10 year volume, 1999 to 2008 for $195 postpaid. 
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(AONE TO 
BURN 


by David Phillips 


SPENARD BUILDERS SUPPLY TOKENS 


In June of this year, my wife and I, plus our sister in law 
cruised to Alaska and then did a 10 day drive about. The 
primary purpose of this trip was to enjoy the sights and sounds 
of Alaska. Searching out Alaska wooden nickels was a mi- 
nor objective, and only if circumstances permitted. 


Circumstances did permit on a few occasions, and the fol- 
lowing is one of the results. 


I got wind of a wood token from Spenard Builders Supply 
Co. in Fairbanks, so visited this company’s location there 
and “lucked out.” 


A very pleasant and helpful receptionist gave me four wood 
and two plastic tokens as issued within the Company at all 
locations (there are 19 locations throughout Alaska and 1 
location in Washington state). 


The four wooden tokens, worth 1¢, 5¢ (two varieties), and 
10¢ are awarded to employees for accident free terms of 
employment. These tokens are redeemable from a Rewards 
catalogue for a variety of merchandise. All are black on wood, 
except the second variety of the 5¢ which is red on wood. 


The black on yellow Smart Cents plastic token is awarded to 
employees who pass various product knowledge and customer 
service tests. 


The blue on white President’s Award plastic token is awarded 
to deserving employees for good comments received from 
customers. 


I did not ask enough questions about these last two tokens, 
so I am not sure if these are redeemable, but would suspect 
so. 


The token program has been in effect in the Company for 6 
years, and to the best of the receptionist’s knowledge, will 
continue on for the foreseeable future. 
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A NEW TECHNOLOGY FOR WOODEN NICKELS! 


J & S Custom Laser Engraving is now making “wooden nickels” from laminated 
wood. The laser engraving gives a texture to the wood that printing just cannot 
duplicate. The fineness of detail is very surprising, right down to the shrunken im- yAS 


ages on the common reverse. > 


Using the laser engraving process, one side gets precisely engraved on the sheet of | 

wood. The wood is flipped and the other side is engraved. The coin is then cut from | Est. 1959 
the wood. The coins are available in three varieties of wood: maple (a light colored © p 
wood); cherry (a medium colored wood); and walnut (a dark colored wood). The set hp 

as illustrated is $16 plus $6.70 for shipping and insurance in the U.S. Orders can be ~ “acer 
sent to: J&S Custom Laser Engraving, Kasey Maxwell, 12110 Business Blvd. Ste6 

#125, Eagle River, AK 99577. Their website is www.jandscustomlaserengraving.com. 

If you have any questions, contact them by email through their website. 


fa 


ANCHORAGE: Arctic Geoscience, Inc., 1 Novem- 
ber 1991-1996. 2 oz. silver with gold relief, about 
47mm. Minted by Northwest Territorial Mint. Ilustra- 
tion reduced. 


9 a. i ye 
KETCHIKAN: The Alaskan Emporium, The Ultimate 
Alaskan Shopping Experience. Bronze, 39mm, Alaska 


Mint. 


ALASKA 


KODIAK: Kodiak Motors, Inc./Ford emblem. Black 
on white plastic, holed at top, 33mm (submitted by Kaye 
Dethridge). 


J 


' 


NOME: All-Alaska Sweepstakes, Celebrating 100 


years, 2008. From Nome to Council and back again. 
Bronze, 39mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


PALMER: Palmer Lodge 793 (Moose), Good for one 
drink. Aluminum, 34mm (submitted by Kurtis Hawk). 


PALMER: Matanuska Colony 75" Anniversary, A 
chocolate Bingle from Palmer Alaska, 1935-2010. Gold 
foil over chocolate, 39mm. Boy, we are getting desper- 
ate! 


—-, 


SITKA: Elks Lodge 1662, 50th Anniversary, 1944 to 
1994. Brass, 39mm (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 


SITKA: Moose Lodge 1350, 75th Anniversary, 1913 
to 1988. Brass, 39mm (submitted by Kaye Dethridge). 
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MILITARY CHALLENGE COINS 


ALASKA: 2-1 Infantry, Semper Primus, Cold Steel, 
Stryke Hard. Blue, white, red and yellow on bronze, 
about 50mm. 


ron, Ravens. 76°31.53 N, 68° 42.15 W, Wisdom, 
Memory, Viking seated on a throne, flanked by two 
dogs, flags of Denmark, Greenland, Canada and the 
US, design above. The design appears to be of SE 
Alaska Indian origin! Red, white and blue enamel, color 
printing, on antiqued silver, 45mm. 


KEFLAVIK, ICELAND: Branch Dental Clinic, De- 
partment of the Navy. Red, white and blue on bronze, 
size not recorded. 


OR Ok OR kK Ok Kk Ok KR RK KK KK KK K KK KK OK 


INTERESTING 


, >A oe 


MEDALS 
O 


Rev. Bernard Hubbard, S.J. was former head of the 
geology department at the University of Santa Clara, 
California. Known as the “Glacier Priest,” he led 31 
scientific expeditions to Alaska and the Arctic. The 
medal was issued by the “Medal of the month founda- 
tion. Bronze, 32mm, with loop. 
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The Peninsula and Orient Steam Navigation Com- 
pany. 150 Years, 1837-1987. The P&O owns Princess 
Cruise Lines and Carnival Cruises with its subsidiaries 
Holland America, Westmark and Grayline of Alaska. 
Brz. 76mm 


(LEFT) Interesting bilingual medal for the 250th an- 
niversary of the discovery of Alaska, 1991. Vitus 
Bering is on the obverse, a map showing the proximity 
of Alaska and the Aleutians to Kamchatka and Siberia 
on the reverse. Bronze, 64mm. 


Collector wishes to buy needed Yukon tokens and 
exonumia. Please advise what you may have and 
price to: Len Buth, P.O. Box 28012, Oakridge P.O., 
1201 Oxford St. W., London, Ontario, Canada N6H 
5E1 or Ibuth@webmanager.on.ca #10/10 


MALVINAS CURRENCY 


Malvinas (Falkland Island) currency is mentioned in 
“Getting it right: the real history of the Falklands/ 
Malvinas,” by Graham Pasco and Peter Pepper. 


Captain Onslow aboard the HMS Cilio arrived at Port 
Louis on January 2, 1833. “Later in his report Onslow 
states: “I regretted to observe a bad spirit existed 
amongst the Gauchos, they appeared dissatisfied with 
their wages.” 


“The gauchos were dissatisfied because they were be- 
ing paid in worthless paper “currency” printed by Vernet 
instead of silver coins.” 


“Onslow sailed in the HMS Clio on 10 January 1833, 
and a few days later another small British ship, HMS 
Tyne, commanded by Captain Charles Hope, paid a brief 
visit to Port Louis (14-18 January). On board was Colo- 
nel Belford Hinton Wilson, the British ambassador- 
designate to Peru, who spoke fluent Spanish. He spoke 
in Spanish to the gauchos, who told him they had been 
paid in silver by Captain Onslow, whereas Vernet had 
paid them in worthless paper currency.” 


“Captain Onslow had paid silver for the beef he bought 
from the inhabitants, and Onslow was instrumental in 
getting a promise from Vernet’s gaucho foreman Jean 
Simon that he would continue to pay the gauchos in 
cash, but Vernet’s assistant Mathew Brisbane had 
brought more of Vernet’s worthless paper currency 
when he returned to Port Louis aboard the Rapid in 
March 1833 and reverted to paying the gauchos with 
it.” 


ARGENTINE MEDALS 
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The above two pieces were from the Argentine version 
of eBay. Sorry, but I did not get any sizes. The one to 
the left mentions Tierra del Fuego, Antarctica and South 
Atlantic Islands. The other relates to the Falklands. 
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“Ignored by Argentina...Louis Vernet decided to take 
up the matter of his financial losses with Britain. He 
did not expect to be able to claim for the lands he had 
been granted, but he did claim for his houses, move- 
able property, etc., in particular the trained hunting 
horses that he had taken to the Falklands for the use of 
the gauchos. 


“He landed in 1852, and submitted a claim with the 
Colonial Office for £14,296, which with interest Vernet 
claimed should rise to £28,000. Much of this was dis- 
puted by the British Government; Vernet’s ten stone 
houses had been in a very poor state of repair, and Ad- 
miral Sir Graham Hammond, who had visited the Is- 
lands in 1835, had considered that Vernet’s property 
was not even worth £1,000. 


“But Britain did accept Vernet’s claim for his hunting 
horses. It finally offered Vernet £2,400, of which £550 
would be withheld against some of his paper currency 
that was still in the islands.” 


Ed. Note: This currency is exceptionally rare, and is 
known mainly because of unissued remainders. 


My records indicate that the medal above is only 
22mm. This is one I let get away. It commemo- 
rates the opening of the Presidio in Ushuaia, Tierra 
del Fuego, Argentina. That would be the prison, 
which, when we visited had been turned into an 
impressive museum. 
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PRICES REALIZED, cont. 


Snug Harbor, Pioneer Can., $1.25 Bx., B-2a 45.000B 
Snug Harbor, Pioneer Can., $1.25 Bx., B-2a 43.99 


Teller, NS Merchantile, 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-2b-d 66.00 
Valdez, CBB, 12'4¢ TC, B-4a BIN85.00 
Valdez, CBB, 12'’2¢ TC, B-4a 43.99 
Valdez, CBB, 12'¢ I/T, B-4b OB49.99NB 
Valdez, CBB, 12'4¢ I/T, B-4b 34.99 
Valdez, Northern, 6%¢, B-15a 51.08 
Valdez, Pinzon, 25¢, B-16dI OB45.00NB 
Valdez, Valdez Hotel, 6%¢, B-21a BIN100.00DNS 


Wrangell, Ft. Wrangell Beer Hall, 5¢, B-3a BIN100.00DNS 


Yukokakat, Lewis, 12'2¢, B-la 250.000B 
Hudson Bay Co., 10¢, SD Hoard 125.99 
Alaska Gold, AYPE “% DWT, NGC-64 305.00 
AYPE encased cent, round OB74.99NB 
AYPE encased cent, round 30.00 
AYPE encased cent, round 34.33 
Klondike Charm BIN985.00DNS 
Klondike Charm 48.50RNM 
Klondike Charm BIN715.00DNS 
Klondike Charm BIN715.00 


OB = Opening Bid NB=NoBid RL=relist R= Reserve 
RNM = Reserve Not Met W= withdrawn BIN = Buy it now 
DNS = Did Not Sell FTR= see For the Record 


FAIRBANKS 
Daily News-Miner 
The voice of Interior Alaska since 1903 


Seventy-five cents newsminer.com Wednesday, October 6, 2010 


_Cleworth wins mayor’s race 


Well, the headline says it all. Our Associate Editor 
(yeah, we don’t know what that means either) and your 
editor’s business partner in Alaska Rare Coins has been 
elected Mayor of the City of Fairbanks. Jerry has served 
on the CityCouncil for about 20 years, took leave of 
his senses, and decided it was time to run for mayor. 


It will be an ineresting three years, and if I can keep it 
together at the store, probably six years. 
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NOVEMBER 13 AUCTION, cont. 


ALASKA MEDALS & TOKENS 
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ESTIMATE 


Alaska Railroad Medal, 2005 The Alaska Mint makes | oz. silver medals for the ARR every year. 


This one is gold relief, and has the train coming out of the map of Alaska. Currently, the Alaska 


Mint sells their 1 oz. silver gold relief medals for $99.95. 

1/4 oz. Gold State Medal, 2006. Only 20 were struck! A salmon is depicted on the obverse with a 
fisherman in the background. All original packaging. 

Alaska Rare Coins $25, 1 oz. silver token. These are made by Dick in his basement. Really, he 
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50.00 


410.00 


has no life. However, this one is special, as it is #49, a number near and dear to Alaskan hearts. 
This token measures 32mm and is nearly 4mm thick. It contains just a scrid over | oz. While 
the trade value expires on 1/1/11, we promise that it will still be an ounce of silver after the new 


year. Only 56 have been made so fare, and unless silver drops, no more will be made. 
Chatanika Days Buttons. These are made from wood, and the designs are burned into the surface. 
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25.00+ 


Included are 1987 Cabin, 1989 Bear, 1990 Moose, 1991 Raven, 1992 Snowshoes, 1993 Wolf, 
1995 Mosquito and 1996 Rocket. Chatanika Days is known for its Outhouse Race from the Old 
FE Gold Camp to the Chatanika Lodge on the Steese Highway. Here is a chance to pick up some 
collectibles from Chatanika that are not as expensive as the Willis & Welch “Peanut Dept.” 


token. Eight buttons. 
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40.00 


Alaska Token References. These are the first three books on Alaska tokens: Alaska s Coinage through 


the Years, \st (1960) and 2nd (1965) editions, and Rubles to Statehood (1965). Each book has 
something the others do not. The paper cover on Rubles to Statehood is nearly loose. All books 


are in usable condition but do show signs of use. Three books. 


100.00+ 


FUR RENDEZVOUS 


COLLECTOR & BOOSTER BUTTONS 


THIS IS A FUND RAISER. HIGHEST BIDDER TAKES ALL. 


COLLECTOR PINS 


1941 White with blue lettering, gold and green ribbons, signed Virgil O Dahler. 

1962 Natural white horn, lettering stamped in blue ink, no ribbons. 

1964 Black/white photo of dog, tongue colored red, comes with red scalloped felt backing. 
1965 White ceramic polar bear on blue ceramic ice. 

1966 Brown ceramic sled-dog driver on sled with blue on yellow ribbon. 

1967 Yellow and blue dancer (often mistaken for a booster pin). 

1968 Seal made from seal fur on blue/withe backing (set of three). 

1969 Walrus made from fur on yellow/blue backing (set of two). 

1971 to 1982 and 1984 to 1988, some duplicates, all well known designs. 

2000 Raven 65th anniversary and 2000 Beardless Beaver Special Edition on antler. 


BOOSTER PINS 


1973 Yellow and blue bear print. 
1974 to 1981, 2000 and 2004, all well known designs. 


BONUS 


1970 Bronze Commemorative Medal. 


See pictures at 
http://www.kenaiwatershed.org/images/Pin_photosa.pdf 


Note: Some of the information presented at this link may 
not match the above. 


IF INTERESTED, CONTACT TOM AT 907-262-0295 


Ed. Note: Photos in this ad are from the inventory of 
ARC and not from the website. Illustrations are reduced in size. 
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPER 


ONE OUNCE SILVER MEDAL WITH STATE QUARTER 


Our new silver medal features the Alaska state quarter. 
The quarter is set into a depression in the medal and 
super glued in place. 


It carries the legend “49th State” and “The Last Fron- 
tier.” The reverse is our standard Denali “Great Land” 
die. 
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We have made 200 of these. The second 100 have not 
been modified from the first. 


Price is $35 per medal, and $5 for postage and han- 
dling per order. 


Also available: Our one ounce silver “Moose” medal. 
These are also priced at $35 plus $5 for postage and 
handling. 


NOTE: Only one $5 shipping and handling charge 
per order. Order | item or many, pay only $5 for post- 


1 OZ. SILVER - 


Plus $5 postage 


$29 each! © peroraer. 
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ALAS 
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Our $25, 1 oz. silver trade token. Only 56 have been 
made with only a few left. With the ever higher silver 
prices, I will sell what is on hand at $30. I do not plan 
on making any more unless silver drops below $20 per 
ounce. This may be your last chance! 


Fairbanks Coin Club “Mint Visit” token. On August 21, the FCC held their annual 
summer picnic at our house. They got to play with my screw press. I prepared a special 
die, shown to the right. These are 1/10 ounce silver, and priced at $7 plus $3 shipping. 
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ALASKA AND YUKON 
NUMISMATIC REFERENCES 


Order early as there is a limited stock on most of these. Prices are postpaid. 


The Alaskan Parchment Scrip of the Russian American Company, 1816-1867, 
by Randolph Zander, 1996. An excellent examination of this rare currency. 
Many illustrations and a census with serial numbers. Card covers, 48 pages. 14.00 


Alaska’s Coinage Through the Years, Gould and Bressett, 1960. The first book 
on Alaska tokens. Card covers, 46 pages. 24.00 


Alaska’s Coinage Through the Years, Gould, Bressett, Dethridge and Dethridge, 
1965. The second edition, greatly expanded. This book has a listing of 
Alaska gold tokens not found in later token books. Hard covers, 176 pages. 20.00 


Rubles to Statehood, Fernald and McDowell, 1965. Paper covers, photocopy 
type of publication. There are tokens in this book that are not found in the 
preceding, and visa versa. This also lists some wooden nickels and paper 
items not covered in ACTTY. Quite scarce, 134 pages. 100.00 


Christmas Medals & Tokens, by Arlie R. Slabaugh, 1966. Card covers, 32 
pages. Includes items from North Pole, Alaska. 5.00 


Alaska Tokens, by Ron Benice, 1979. This expands greatly on the 1965 
books, but covers only true pre-statehood trade tokens, eliminating medals 
and most post-statehood items. Hard bound, 208 pages. 26.00 


Alaska Tokens, by Ron Benice, 1994, second edition. Greatly expands on the 
first edition. Hard bound, 334 pages. 30.00 


Alaska & Yukon Tokens, by Ron Benice, 2009, third edition. The third edition 
expands on the second, and adds Yukon territory tokens. Soft bound, 364 pages. 46.00 


Yukon Numismatica, by Simpson & Hill, 1990. Covers more than just tokens, 
including medals, bank ingots, scrip, etc. Hard bound, 128 pages. 24.00 


TAMS, April 1988, Alaska Food Stamp Tokens article by Ron Benice. More 
complete than the listings in the 3rd edition. 3.00 


Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds, by Dick Hanscom, 2002. Soft bound, 344 
pages. Over 700 listings and over 500 photos. Large 8’ by 11 inch format. 
Originally $35, now 16.00 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 


Making tokens feom placer gold 


Striking Gold in Alaska, Making tokens from Placer Gold, by Dick Hanscom, 


2010, Ist edition. Soft bound, 60 pages, fully illustrated. Only a few left. 20.00 
Striking Gold in Alaska, Making tokens from Placer Gold, by Dick Hanscom, 
2010, 2nd edition. Soft bound, 73 pages, fully illustrated. 14.00 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismaitist, Vol. 21 to 30, 1999 to 2008. 
Hard bound, 10 year volume. Approximately 800 pages. 195.00 


SPECIAL: ATC&PN 10 year volume and Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds —_200.00 
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PUT SOME GOLD IN THE CHRISTMAS STOCKINGS! 


No. 10 
1.004 i ounces 1.00875 Troy ounces 
Specific Gravity - 16.98 Specific Gravity - 17.29 
Estimated Fineness - .8363 Estimated Fineness - .861 
Price - $1350 Price - $1375 


Prices are good until gold reaches $1400 per ounce. If there is a significant drop in the gold price, we will revise 
these prices downward. A phone call to lock in the price is recommended. 


Bering Sea gold, dredged 

& off-shore at Nome. Specific 

®™ © a gravity indicates a fineness 
of about .890. 


1 DWT - $80 


1 DWT, Ready Bullion 
Creek, Ester. Reported fine- 
ness .871 - $75 


5 DWT - $450 
(only 4 struck, 
only | available). 


2nd EDITION NOW AVAILABLE 


We know you have been anxiously 


awaiting the second edition of “Strik- Seat oes sane Pals han TH aE RO PIES OF 
: s ; 55 S 77 RIKING GOLD sor (ns plant lets cps bent, an wt 
ing Gold in Alaska.” There are 13 IN ALASKA ame 

more pages. The sections on the drop Waking tikane Pomepliouegitt 


hammer and screw press are greatly 
expanded. New sections include A : 
Little Physics, X-Ray Fluorescence SS a PI aii 
and current mintages. There is infor- 


mation that has not appeared in this | NS Z Es & & & 
newsletter. i 2 & & 
The price to first time buyers is $14 a) a) ce] ® 


postpaid. If you purchased the first 


edition (we know who you are and we aa : ® 
know where you live), you can up- ae 
grade for only $8 postpaid. . :' : : 


Dick Hanscom 
2nd Edition 


Free with the purchase of 5 DWT or 
larger gold token, or two 1 DWT tokens. 
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ALASKA RARE COINS 


551-B SECOND AVE. 
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701 


(907) 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


AUCTION: TO BE HELD AT 7:00 PM, NOVEMBER 13, 2010 IN FAIRBANKS. These are only the 
Alaska items. If you want a complete listing, please call or email. Phone bids may be called in between 10AM 
and 5PM, Monday through Saturday (noon on the day of the auction). Bids will also be accepted by email. Bids 
will be reduced to one bid above the second highest bid. There is no buyer’s fee. 


ALASKA MEDALS ESTIMATE 


255 Fairbanks Coin Club Medals, 1965, commemorating the “First Annual Coin Convention.” The 

obverse has a circumpolar map, the reverse a gold panner at a stream with mountains in the 

background. Kind of sort of proof-like sterling silver and antiqued bronze. These were made 

by Wendells of Minneapolis. The silver medal contains about .79 troy ounces. Two medals. 50.00+ 
256 Fairbanks Coin Club Medals, (1972), 1973 and 1974. These are the first three medals in the 

FCC “Alaskan Pioneer” series. Honored are (Bob Bartlett), Austin E. Lathrop and Sidney 

Laurence respectively. Nearly proof-like silver and antiqued bronze. These were also made 

by Wendells. About 2.37 troy ounces of pure silver. Six medals. 90.00 
257 Fairbanks Coin Club Medals, 1977 and 1979. Charles and Anna Creamer, and Andrew Nerland 

respectively, are honored. These medals were made by V.H. Blackinton, and are of much higher 

relief than the previous medals. Both the sterling and bronze medals are antiqued. There is a 

total of about 1.7 troy ounces of pure silver. Four medals. 60.00 
258 Anchorage Fur Rendezvous Medals. Sterling silver and bronze sets from 1971, 1973 and 1974, in 

their original plastic snap-lock cases. All are numbered 174. Each silver medal contains about 

.79 troy ounces of silver. Three sets. 75.00 
259 Anchorage American Revolution Bicentennial, set of silver and bronze, 1976. Edge marked “63” 

and “Made in Canada.” The silver is also edge marked .999. Both have an antiqued finish. Two 

medals in their original box. 25.00 
260 Franklin Mint 50 State Bicentennial Alaska and Hawaii Medals, 1976. Proof sterling silver, 

probably about 3/4 oz. per medal. Still in their original card of issue. The Franklin Mint sold 

these over an extended period of time. They were shipped in cards holding two medals. These 

are the last two medals in the set. 50.00 
261 Juneau Centennial Medals, 1980. Set of silver and bronze, both antiqued. Attractive. 2 medals. 35.00 
262 Alaskan Independence Party Medals. The first honors Joe Vogler, the founder of the AIP. If memory 

serves me, Joe was murdered just before this medal was released. It was obviously in preparation 

when he disappeared. The second medal honors John B. “Jack” Coghill. Jack was Lt. Governor 

under Walter Hickel when they ran under the AIP banner. The reverse of both features the Alaska 

flag over mountains and the legend “God Bless Alaska.” Both are serial numbered (the numbers 

do not match). The Vogler medal is in the case of issue. We believe this is the first Vogler medal 

we have seen since our Spring 2008 auction where an identical lot sold for $205 in spirited 

bidding. Two medals. 100.00+ 
263 Iditarod Sled Dog Race Champion Medals. Doug Swingley 1995, Jeff King 1996 and Martin 

Buser 1997. All 1 oz. pur silver, in their original cases. Made by the Alaska Mint. These are 

quite scarce. Three medals. 175.00 
264 Alaska Prospectors Baseball Club, 1995 and 1996 medals for the Men’s Senior Baseball League 

World Series in Phoenix, Arizona. Both are | oz. silver, struck by the Alaska Mint, using 


their gold panner dies. Both gold panners have a nugget in the pan. Two | oz. silver medals. 50.00+ 
265 1/20 oz. Silver State Medals, 1996. This is the first year the Alaska Mint struck this small size with 

a mintage of only 1,780. Each has its original packaging. The medal depicts a caribou. 5 pcs. 50.00 
266 Alaska Railroad Medal, 1999, Proof. This series started in 1990 and continues to today. In 1999, 

the Alaska Mint issued 1,500. Original packaging. 50.00-75.00 


continued on page 81 
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North Sakha (Yakutia): Sports Games of the People o fSakha (Yakutia) Republic dedicated to the Modern 
Olympic Games 100th Anniversary 1896-1996 


Sought the > 
Passage to Chins, 


rediscovered 


